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Commander’s Corner

Hope everyone had a great September going into October. The weather is
still pretty warm. The Post has lost a couple of members this month, one of
them being past Post 316/5th District/Northern Area Commander Joe Nolan.
We held a service for him on September 27th at 2:30. It was well attended.
The other member we lost was Mickey Heald. We have no information on
any service for him, but will post it when we know.

Food is now available 4 nights a week: the Riders do a variety on Monday at
5:30; the Auxiliary does Taco Tuesday at 5:30; the Sons do BBQ Wednes-
day at 5:30 and every Friday is steak night at 5:00. Hope to see a lot of peo-
ple come out and enjoy these meals because they are ‘great and taste good.
Hope everybody has a good October and we’ll see-you at the next meeting
which starts at 7 o’clock the second Monday of the month.

Just a reminder: the end of October is Halloween, so please keep an eye out
for the little kiddies out in their dark costumes collecting their sweets.

Jim Bright 904-776-9004

Executive Committee and General Assembly
Approved $200 for Kids’ Coloring Books & Labels

We welcome these new members and thank them for choosing Post
316 as their Legion home:
New: David Clark, Perfecto Rivera
Transfers: Ernest House, Ronald Jaros, Albert Simon, Albert Whisman
Taps: Joe Nolan, Mickey Heald

Booster List
The booster list is for members and member’s businesses only. Gold boost-
ers are $25 annually. Thank you to these Gold Boosters:
Pete Wait 11/26 Clarence & Liz Hill 8/27
Eddie George 1/31

2026 Membership Renewal

Post dues as of January 1, 2026 are $50 for 59 and younger, $40 for 60
and older and $45 for Early Birds; the 3-year rate is $130 for 59 and
younger, $120 for 60 and older. If you pay dues online, you will be
charged our official dues rate of $50. You can only get our senior dues rate
of $40 by using the renewal notice and mailing your $40 to the Post. The
same is true for the Early Bird rate of $45 for 59 and younger. If you pay 3-
years online, you will be charged 3 X $50 = $150. You can only get the
discount rates of $120 for 60 and older/$130 for 59 and younger by paying
at the Post. Two things are important when you pay online: make sure
you are paying for 2026 unless you are behind and want to catch up
your years; and do not click on the $25 or $30 options. If you click on
one of them, the system will make you a new member starting with one
year and a new membership number and put you in the headquarters
Post which is Orlando 400. Post 316 will lose you as a member and get
no credit for your renewal. Please remember that you cannot pay your
dues to the Post by credit card as we cannot process them. Use the ATM
next to the East side exit if you need cash.

Meeting Attendance

Continuing this month, Post 316 members will not be served at the bar
when their organization is meeting. Legionnaires will not be served on
the second Monday from 7 PM until the meeting ends. Auxiliary mem-
bers will not be served on the second Monday at 8 PM until their meet-
ing ends. SAL members will not be served on the first Tuesday at 6 PM
until their meeting ends. Riders will not be served on the first Saturday
at 9 AM until their meeting ends. Members’ drinks will be collected
until their respective meeting ends. Please plan to attend your respec-
tive meeting.

SAL STATE EMAIL GROUP

The SAL Detachment of Florida has a Google email group open to all SAL
members which promulgates information on activities and functions sponsored
by Squadrons, Districts or the Detachment. Members are welcome to sign up
by going to the Detachment website (www.floridasons.org). At the bottom of
the page is a button and information about the Google group. Just click the
button and follow the prompts. You will then be set up to receive information
about your Detachment. There is a full page QR Code posted on the bulletin
board next to the liquor locker.

FOOTBALL WITH A PURPOSE

The Florida Department of The American Legion and PROJECT VetRelief
Suicide Prevention Initiative are proud to work with the Tampa Bay
Buccaneers for Football With a Purpose, a special game day experience
dedicated to raising awareness and support for Veterans’ mental health. It’1l be
the Tampa Bay Buccaneers vs the Atlanta Falcons on Sunday, Nov 1, 2026 at
1:00 PM at Raymond James Stadium in Tampa. A portion of every ticket
purchased through the link in the email that can be accessed at the Post will be
donated directly to PROJECT Vet Relief’s Suicide Prevention Initiative.
Department anticipates additional game day activities and will share them
when received-they be on Department’s web site floridalegion.org. For ticket
questions, contact Cam Bell at 813-638-8509 or cbell@buccaneers.nfl.com.

New Scam Targeting Veterans

Scammers are mailing postcards claiming you may qualify for “extra VA
benefits” through something they call the Veterans Savings Program. These
mailings may also mention CHAMPVA, TRICARE, dental coverage or
additional payments. These postcards are not from the Department of
Veterans Affairs, and the Veterans Savings Program does NOT exist. The
scammer’s goal is to pressure you into calling a phone number printed on the
postcard. They often try to create a sense of urgency, telling you to respond
within a short time frame window. Once on the phone, they may use flattery
about your service to build trust, but their real intent is to collect personal
information such as your Social Security Number, bank account details or
other sensitive data. To protect yourself: Do not call the number listed on
the postcard and never share personal or financial information with
someone you don’t know. Your safety, privacy and well-being matter. Please
stay alert to potential scams and take steps to protect your personal
information.

WORLD SERIES COINS
The Post has World Series Coins available for $5 each. See either Liz or Clarence to
purchase a coin, limited one per person.

NEW NIGHTLY EVENTS
We have started two new bar games on Thursdays after bingo. We play Show Me the
Money from 4-6:30, then we play Music Bingo from 7-9. The Auxiliary has also started
a Taco Tuesday every Tuesday at 5:30 and the Sons do a BBQ every Wednesday at 5:30.

New SCAM Alert from the Department of Florida

Recently, scammers are sending fake emails that appear to be invitations or
announcements about a member’s Celebration of Life or passing. These
messages use the name of someone known to you making them appear
legitimate. Be cautious before clicking on any link or opening an attach-
ment in an unexpected email. If you receive a suspicious message: do not
click links or open attachments; do not reply or provide personal info; contact
the person or Post directly to verify the message; delete the email if you
confirm it is a scam. Scammers use familiar names, urgent messages, sad
news, prizes, invoices or other attention-grabbing subjects to get you to click.
NOT SURE, DON’T CLICK.

POST 316 IS A FREE WiFi HOTSPOT.



Legion First Vice Vibes

Renewals have really slowed down and we are barely 50%. Please renew now.
The renewal notice you receive from National has areas on the back to provide
info on email address, phone number, date of birth, etc. Please Note: We cannot
accept credit card payments as Department will not process them for us. Pay by
check, money order or come in and pay cash.

You can create your own national membership account by visiting legion.org/
renew and follow the steps. You can also register for the Automatic Annual
Renewal Program. You can only Pay Up For Life online and the $100 discount is
still in effect.

2027 Dues are $50 for 59 and younger and $40 for 60 and older (year-round).
Early Bird rate is $45 until Veterans Day. Our 3-year renewals are $130 for
59 and younger and $120 for 60 and older. If you pay online to national, you
will be charged $50-national only recognizes our official dues. If you pay 3-years
online, you will be charged $150. You can only get the discounted senior rate of
$40, Early Bird rate of $45 or the 3-year rates of $130/$120 by paying at the Post.

Clarence Hill

AUXILIARY PRESIDENT’S PROSE

September was a good month, meeting was well attended and several new ladies
volunteered-you are the best. Dawn and Heather are doing Taco Tuesday from
5:30-7:30 PM and they are doing a great job. Stop by and support them. Our
Friday dinners are on the 2nd and 16th steak and salmon from 5-8 PM. On the
10th we will have an Octoberfest Dinner served by Annie and Suzanne starting
at 5 PM. On Saturday the 31st starting at 5 PM we will have our annual Witches
Brew Dinner with a cake walk. We need donations of dishes and cakes. There
will be a costume contest and a raffle. Please come out and support our events.
All profits benefit our Veterans’ and Children’s programs. We need your partici-
pation to keep our Auxiliary a success.

2027 membership cards are here. Dues are $38 for under sixty if paid before
Veterans Day November 11th, $35 for Seniors 60 and over and $5 for junior
girls. Please pay early and help us meet our goals. We will be voting at our meet-
ing on whether to move the meeting to another night and what night and time
that would be or keeping it on the 2nd Monday at 8 PM. Please if you have an
opinion, let me know and attend the meeting to vote. If you would like to do a
dinner or function, please let me know. If you know of anyone sick that we can
help, let me know.

I would like to thank all who volunteered and all who donated for our cause.
Thanks again for all you do. For God and Country

Liz Hill, lizardlassie@aol.com, 904-234-2692
From the Bar:

Monday-Men’s Night-7 PM-$.50 off drinks

Monday-Bingo 6:30—8:30 Riders serving food-volunteers needed
Tuesday-Bingo 2-4 PM-volunteers needed

Tuesday-Auxiliary Taco Tuesday 5:30

Tuesday-Tap Trivia 6 PM-players needed

Wednesday-SAL BBQ 5:30

Wednesday-Ladies Night-7 PM-$.50 off drinks

Wednesday-Pass the Trash 7:30 PM-volunteers/players needed
Thursday-Bingo 2-4 PM-volunteers needed

Friday-Steak Bingo at 6:30 PM by Auxiliary Unit 316

Monday Bingo 6:30, Tuesday/Thursday Bingo 2:00. Taco Tuesday 5:30-7:30,
TAP TV Trivia 6:00. Wednesday SAL BBQ 5:30-7:30, Pass the Trash 7:30.
Thursday Show Me the Money 4:00-6:30, Music Bingo 7:00-9:00.

The kitchen and storage room are off-limits and closed when meals are not
being served. No one is authorized to go in the kitchen or storage room and
help themselves to anything or to use any of the equipment. Once again, thanks
to all our volunteers. We need help repairing bar stools if anyone can volun-
teer. Thank you to our bingo callers, card sellers, winner checking. There is a
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sign-up sheet for Sunday food. With receipts, up to $50 can be reimbursed.
If you know of any family needing help with food, please let Liz know.

Lost & Found. If you are missing any item, like jackets, cell phones, car
keys, etc., please see Liz.

Customer Consideration: Please do not move other customer’s drinks,
money or property at the bar as this causes issues and accusations. If you
want their seat, please ask them or ask the bartender to ask them.

The Queen of Hearts contest needs volunteers on Friday nights for the
drawing to be held at 8:00 PM. You must be present, be a 2024/25 regular
member of a VSO (no associate members can play and no signed-in
guests can play), have your membership card on you, & pick the Queen
of Hearts to win. We need volunteers to sell the tickets and get the
program back on track. Please see Liz if you can help.

DO NOT USE Handicap parking spaces for overnight parking.

All kitchen workers (lunches, Friday steak crews, Saturday dinners,
Monday meal nights) are volunteers who depend on tips. Please
remember to tip them.

Monday Bingo is at 6:30 with a progressive lucky ball jackpot. The
Riders serve a variety of different items, so the price varies based on
your order. Tuesday and Thursday Bingo is at 2 PM with a progressive
lucky ball jackpot.

Pass the Trash is back in action on Wednesdays at 7:30 PM. Thank you
Patti Harrison. If you would like to deal, please let Liz know.

Red shirt Friday drink specials are served every Friday. You
must be wearing a RED shirt to get the special. Wear official
NASCAR shirts on race day Sundays or official NFL shirts on
Sunday Football Day and get the drink special.

We ask your cooperation in NOT bringing in or ordering outside food
during times someone is serving food. Remember, they are donating their
time and effort to prepare, serve and clean up. The meals are fund raisers
for our various programs. If you do not wish to buy the meal, please eat
before you come to the Post or wait until the meal is done. Please do not
bring in vour own snacks., sodas, water, or any item whether we sell
them or not at the bar at any time. When ordering food from outside the
Post, please be sure to order plates and cutlery if needed. We will be
locking the storage room at 6:00 PM nightly and on the weekends.

When you sign in a guest, that guest must leave when you leave. Guests
eligible to be members may only be signed in 4 times a month.

Steak Bingo is conducted by the Auxiliary at 6:30 PM every Friday steak
night. Eight games are conducted-7 for steaks and 1 for road kill.

As a reminder, the bartenders’ priority is serving drinks to
customers at the bar and in the line. If you wish to be served, use
the waitress station-do not stand at the end of the bar or between
people sitting at the bar. If you want to redeem or buy a ticket for
any machine, you will have to wait until drinks are finished. The
Post has 72 hours to pay out on the machines and the bartenders
cannot pay tickets of $599 or more, or prior day tickets. You are
limited to redeeming $1,000 a day. If the bartender runs out of
money, you will have to return later. Please note: The Manager
will only redeem tickets Monday through Friday during normal
business hours. Seats at the games are for player only. Players
are restricted to playing one game at a time. The rules are posted
-please read them.

Liz Hill




Legion Riders

WOW, what a busy month September was. Every weekend was something
exciting to do, from poker/chip runs and the POW/MIA 7 Bridges ride—did you
know between the Legionnaires, Auxiliary, SONs & the Riders we were able
to donate $2500 to the POW/MIA Memorial!

I'want to thank everyone who came out and supported us for our Oyster Roast!
A huge thank you to everyone whostepped up and cooked outside/inside,
worked the floor etc., for setting this,all up, getting the seafood and the bottles
that were donated! The team makes the dream work! Thank you to everyone
who came out to support us on Mondayights and play Bingo.

Welcoming in October with the fall colorsand cooler weather. I know most
are happy about that, well most. With that being said, I want to remind
everyone about the Zombie Ride on Saturday the 24".| We will have face
painting by Bryce Brushworks 10 am—1"pm™If you would like your face
painted, please email me at dndfishing@aol.com or text / call me at 904-699-
5914 the cost is still $20. We will alsd have a'bus for anyone that would like to
participate and not ride. Space is limited so hurry up and get your name on the
list...currently have 40 spaces remaining!! You can bring a cooler if you like
or use ours. We still need donations of bottles for the raffles. Also, the month
of October starts our Merry Go-Round. An opportunity for us to keep the
district trophies! Iwould like to plan a ride so be thinking of places to go! A
few upcoming events:

Sunday, October 4 is the 5" District Southern Route

Saturday, October 10 is ALR 250 Families & Children in Need Ride
Saturday, October 24 is our Zombie Ride with the bus, get signed up
Friday, October 30 the Riders have steak night (last one for the year)

With the fall season here, changing road conditions, especially with leaves on
the ground and cooler temperatures. Make sure your tires are properly inflated,
check for slick spots on the road, and wear layers to stay warm. Stay safe and
ride smart!

As we approach the end of the year, we encourage all current members to
renew their memberships for 2027. If you know someone who is interested in
joining the American Legion Riders, please invite them to one of our upcoming
events or meeting(s). New members are always welcome!

Don’t forget our next meeting is Saturday, October 3 at 9 am. Come on out,
fill the meeting hall and win the jackpot of the 50/50!

Denise Strickland

House Committee
Bill Knipper

Online Legion Account

To register in MyLegion.org, you must have your email attached to your name
in the online National roster. If it is not in your profile, the account you
establish will be a non-Legion account. See 1st Vice Clarence Hill if you are
not sure. To establish the account, go to mylegion.org and select “Register.”
Enter the email in the Register window and click next. Then follow the
prompts. After you create your password, the email must be verified. The
system will send you a one time password (OTP) to verify it. Once your
account is established, click on “My Account” and your information will be
displayed to you and you can make additions or corrections as needed. With
this system, you can print your own replacement cards if you lose yours.

New American Legion App

The American Legion has launched a new mobile membership app—Legion+
which can be downloaded through Apple iTunes and the Google Play. store.
Legion+ provides a direct route for members to access their digital membership
card, manage membership information, recruit new members, help a suicidal
veteran and get the latest news on legion.org. The new app includes these
channels: Home and News: A list of the latest American Legion news head-
lines; Recruit: A QR code appears that takes potential members to legion.org/
join; Be the One: Features the ability to call the 988 Veteran’s Crisis Line,
follow QPR (question, persuade, refer) suicidal training and listen to Be the
One podcast episodes. Other key features include: A digital membership card
(top left corner icon) with current status and number of consecutive years;
Member-ship Account (top right corner icon) with membership card, personal
contact information, branch of

service, service era, post and depart-ment contact information and more. More
features will be added in the future such as the ability to send Post notifications
to members, approve new members, and access Buddy Check rosters, Post
Data Reports and Consolidated Post Reports. service, service era, post and
depart-ment contact information and more. More features will be added in the
future such as the ability to send Post notifications to members, approve new
members, and access Buddy Check rosters, Post Data Reports and
Consolidated Post Reports.

SpinLife Mobility Products
The Department of Florida is excited to announce a new partnership with
SpinLife, on of the nation’s leading mobility product providers.
Through this partnership, Legionnaires and Florida Veterans now have the
opportunity to purchase discounted mobility products, not just scooters. This
includes items such as lift chairs, rollators, ramps, scooter accessories and

Sons of The American Legion
Greetings Squadron 316,
As we head into October, SAL Squadron 316 continues to build momentum
and I want to thank everyone who has helped make that possible. Our Wednes-
day Smokeouts and Friday Steak Nights continue to be a success, bringing
members, guests and the community together while helping put our Squadron
in a stronger financial position. None of this happens without the members and
volunteers who give their time to make these events successful. Please feel free
to volunteer and join us.
I’'m especially proud that Squadron 316 was able to make a $500 donation to
the National POW/MIA Memorial and Museum. They held their 24-hour Re-
membrance Vigil September 18-19 and it was well attended.
As proud as I am of what we are accomplishing, we need more of our members
involved. You don’t have to volunteer every week or take on a major responsi-
bility. A few hours helping at a Smokeout or Steak Night, assisting with an
event or simply showing up at a meeting and contributing your ideas can make
a real difference.
Our Squadron meetings are held the first Tuesday of the month at 6:00 PM at
Post 316. Come out, see what we’re working on, share your ideas and have a
voice in where we go next.
We’re accomplishing some great things, and there’s much more we can do
together. One Team-supporting our Veterans, our Post and our community.

Tom Horn, Commander

many other mobility and medical-support products. SpinLife also offers a wide
selection of many American-made products, and this partnership is another
way we can support both our Veterans and trusted U. S. manufacturers. How to
Receive the Discount: visit: www.spinlife.com and use Discount Code FLLE-
GION10. Be sure to enter the code at checkout to ensure you receive the low-
est pricing available.

SAL Eligible for NEF Grants

The Legion’s National Emergency Fund Trust Committee has amended the
Trust to allow Sons of the Legion members to apply for NEF grants for
“declared” natural disasters. While application forms and information on Le-
gion.org are being updated to reflect the change, effective immediately, SAL
members can apply for an NEF grant of up to $3,000 if they meet the necessary
qualifications: they have been displaced from their primary residence due to
damage sustained during a declared natural disaster. If emergency/disaster
shelters are available, and the applicant chooses not to stay at a shelter, their
reason must be included in the application; and the SAL member must have a
current membership at the time of the disaster and at the time of the applica-
tion. NEF grants are not meant to replace or repair items, only to meet the most
immediate needs (i.e. temporary housing, food, water, clothing, diapers, etc.,
during the period immediately following the disaster. They also do not cover
insurance compensation or monetary losses from a business, structures on your
property (barns, tool sheds, etc.), equipment or vehicles. Application must be
submitted to Department Headquarters within 90 days of the disaster. Only one
grant per household per disaster. Supporting data (photos, receipts, repair esti-
mates, etc.) should be included if possible. For more information, go to Le-
gion.org/Emergency.

VA Home Loan Program

The VA Home Loan Program Reform Act authorizes the VA to create a
“permanent partial claims program” that gives Veterans a second chance to
stay in their homes. Thousands of financially distressed Veterans using the VA
Home Loan Guaranty Program who are at risk of foreclosure will become eli-
gible for federal assistance to cover their mortgage under this new program
signed into law in July by President Trump that allows them to defer monthly
mortgage payments temporarily without losing their homes. Under the pro-
gram, the VA buys a portion of the Veteran’s debt and secures a lien on the
property. The legislation is intended for homeowners struggling to rebound
from financial setbacks, such as a job loss or high medical bills. The Veteran
does not have to pay off the claim until the home is sold or refinanced. The
legislation passed unanimously in the House and Senate. The bill also enables
the VA to continue funding not-for-profit community agencies that run home-
less prevention programs that provide transitional housing and services for
Veterans experiencing homelessness through the Homeless Providers Grant
and Per Diem Program. The American Legion supported this bill. “This critical
legislation represents a profound commitment to safeguarding the financial
security and dignity of Veteran homeowners.”

Vietnam Novel
Ken Bennett has written a novel about his father’s service in the Air
Force as an Aircraft Control and Warning Specialist with multiple
TDYs in Vietnam from 1965-1969. The novel explores his experiences
in SE Asia, the challenges of returning home and the lasting impact of
PTSD on the family. He has provided two links to the novel: https://
kenbennett.us/ or https://www.amazon.com/dp/BOGXWM1X7G.
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4
BOURBON

11
SCOTCH

5th Dist Mtg 2PM
Arlington 283

18
WHISKEY

25
WINE

5

Hamburger Steak
Bingo 6:30—8:30
Rider’s Food
Men’s Night 7

12 Columbus Day
Pork Ribs

Bingo 6:30—8:30
Rider’s Food
Men’s Night 7PM
Legion Mtg 7PM
Aux Mtg 8 PM

19 Liver or
Meatloaf

Bingo 6:30—38:30
Rider’s Food
Men’s Night 7

26

Shepherd’s Pie
Bingo 6:30—38:30
Rider’s Food
Men’s Night 7

Lunch is served
Mon—TFri
11:00—1:00

6

Chicken Pesto
Bingo 2:00—4:00
Taco Tuesday 5:30
TAP TV Trivia 6 PM
SAL Mtg 6:00 PM

13 Navy B-Day
Lasagna

Bingo 2:00—4:00
Taco Tuesday 5:30
TAP TV Trivia 6 PM

20

Spaghetti Bake
Bingo 2:00—4:00
Taco Tuesday 5:30
TAP TV Trivia 6 PM

27 Navy Day
Eggplant Parmesan
Bingo 2:00—4:00
Taco Tuesday 5:30
TAP TV Trivia 6 PM

Dewitt B. Tilden Memorial
American Legion Post 316
1127 Atlantic Boulevard
Atlantic Beach, FL 32233-2516

77 Chicken

Fajita Bowl
Ladies’ Night 7pMm
SAL BBQ 5:30-7:30
Pass the Trash 7:30

14 Hamburger
Stroganoff
Ladies’ Night 7pMm
SAL BBQ 5:30-7:30
Pass the Trash 7:30

21

BLT & FF

Ladies’ Night 7pM
SAL BBQ 5:30-7:30
Pass the Trash 7:30

28 First Responders Day
Crispy Beef Taco
Ladies’ Night 7pMm
SAL BBQ 5:30-7:30
Pass the Trash 7:30

1 Stuffed Pork Chop
Bingo 2:00—4:00

Show Me the Money 4-6:30
Music Bingo 7—9

8 Stuffed

Pepper Casserole
Bingo 2:00—4:00
Show Me the Money 4-6:30
Music Bingo 7—9

15

Philly Cheesesteak
Bingo 2:00—4:00
Show Me the Money 4-6:30
Music Bingo 7—9

22

Pork Stir Fry
Bingo 2:00—4:00
Show Me the Money 4-6:30
Music Bingo 7—9

29

Baked Chicken
Bingo 2:00—4:00
Show Me the Money 4-6:30
Music Bingo 7—9

2 White Chili
Grilled Cheese
Aux Steaks 5—S8
Steak Bingo 6:30

9 Seafood Chowder
Egg or Tuna Salad
Sandwich

SAL Steaks 5—S8
Steak Bingo 6:30

16 Chicken Vege-
table Soup

Grilled Cheese
Sandwich

Aux Steaks 5—S8
Steak Bingo 6:30

23 Steak or
Chicken Caeser
Salad

Legion Steaks 5-8
Steak Bingo 6:30

30

Sausage Dogs
Riders Steaks 5-8
Steak Bingo 6:30

3
ALR Mtg 0900

10

OCTOBERFEST
5:00 PM

17
SUBVETS 1100

24

3 1Halloween
Costume Contest
Cake Walk/Raffle
Witches Brew
5:00 PM



